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circumstances lose his estates. In Lord Motley's
phrase, he was an instance of that " strange
dualism in men which makes them . . . some-
times strong and sometimes weak/'

John Churchill was born at Ash House near
the village of Musbury in Devonshire in the
early hours of May 26, 1650. He barely sur-
vived the dangers of seventeenth-century child-
birth. Out of twelve brothers and sisters
only five lived beyond childhood. John himself
was born a weakling and not expected to live,
as is shown by his immediate baptism at Ash
House on the day of his birth. His father,
Winston Churchill, was a small landowner who
fought on the Cavalier side in the Civil War.
Twice fined for his royalism, he reared his
family in decent obscurity during the Crom-
wellian era. But John Churchill's mother (a
Drake distantly connected with Sir Francis'
family) came of a Roundhead family and it was
in the security of his maternal grandmother's
iiouse that he was born.

The education which Winston Churchill pro-
vided for his eldest surviving son was brief but
varied and useful. Winston himself instilled
those principles of veneration for the institution
of monarchy and the Protestant religion which
his son never entirely forgot* Soon after the
Restoration of King Charles II Winston was
given a small appointment at Dublin. Thus
John went for a time to the Dublin City Free
School, but was afterwards transferred to St.
Paul's School in the City of London, He learned